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Judging Criteria Guide

1. Character   

• Are the story’s main characters believable? 


• Are they fully developed and dimensional?

      2. Plot      

           • Does the opening draw the reader into the story?


• Does the plot have (or at least imply) a beginning, middle, and end? 


• Does the sequence of events develop logically? 


• Does it include the conventional dramatic elements of conflict, climax, and 
   resolution? 


• Is the plot concept original and dynamic?

      3. Setting       

          •  Is the reader convincingly transported to a time and place?

      4. Narrative Voice      



• Has the author made clear choices regarding the narrative voice – tense, 
   person, and degree of omniscience?


• Does the author maintain these choices through a consistent point of view?


• Is the author’s voice distinct and compelling?


• Is the style and tone appropriate to the story?

5.
Dialogue     


• Does the dialogue fit the characters?  


• Does the spoken interaction between characters seem real and authentic? 


• Does the dialogue advance character development? 


• Does the dialogue advance plot development?

       6.
 Mechanics    


• Does the writer display command of the tools of the craft?


• Is proper attention paid to spelling, punctuation, grammar, and usage? 
  
   (Appropriate exceptions may of course be allowed in dialogue.)


• Does the writing have the overall polish expected of a published work?


